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ford, and so forth — concerning the best ordering of the
road to the marie; and also of the foot-road. It appears
to me some route might be found more convenient than
the present, but that which is most agreeable to those
interested shall also be most agreeable for me. As a
patriotic member of the community of Darnick, I con-
sider their rights equally important as my own.
I told you I should like to convert the present stead-
ing at Beechland into a little hamlet of laborers, which
we will name Abbotstown. The art of making people
happy is to leave them much to their own guidance, but
some little regulation is necessary. In the first place,
I should like to have active and decent people there;
then it is to be considered on what footing they should
be. I conceive the best possible is, that they should pay
for their cottages, and cow-grass, and potato ground,
and be paid for their labor at the ordinary rate. I
would give them some advantages sufficient to balance
the following conditions, which, after all, are conditions
in my favor: ls£, That they shall keep their cottages
and little gardens, and doors, tolerably neat; and 2df,
That the men shall on no account shoot, or the boys
break timber or take birds' nests, or go among the plant-
ing. I do not know any other restrictions, and these
are easy. I should think we might settle a few families
very happily here, which is an object I have much at
heart, for I have no notion of the proprietor who is only
ambitious to be lord of the "beast and the brute," and
chases the human face from his vicinity. By the bye,
could we not manage to have a piper among the colo-
nists?
We are delighted to hear that your little folks like the
dells. Pray, in your walks try to ascertain the locality
of St. John's Well, which cures the botts, and which
John Moss claims for Kaeside; also the true history of
the Carline's Hole. Ever most truly yours,
W. scott.

